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WEDITATION LI 
For the Af! _ of God's 


3 For er ye live 
| ofter the Fleſh, ye ſhall 

, die: "but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the 
| Dreds of® the Body, ye 
1. frall live. 


| [. 
Ome let us humbly 
firſt implore his 
Jorace, to make us wor- 
2 A.2--- thy 


ol "Ia 


- £ 


| thy to adore our Santi. 
fier; who from the Fa} 
ther and the Son eternal. 


ly. proceeds, and with], 


the Father and the Son is 
equally Glorified, hein- 
fuſes into us the Breath 
of Lite, and brings us | 
forth in our ſecond Birth: 


a Birth that makes us 1 


Heirs of Heaven, and 
gives usa Title to evyer- 
laſting Happineſs. 


IL 


Let us prepare our TY 
derſtandings, to aſlent to 
his Truths, and onr' 
Wills to follow his Dt | 
. vine Inſpirations ; let us 
fill our Memories with 
his januiterable Merctes, 

and 


; 


2 Porthe Aff ſtance of 7 


| God's Holy Spirit. 3 


'[:tdour whole Souls with 
: the Glory of his Attri- 
{bites, lot us confidently 
{:{dreſs to him our Peti- 


| tions, who promiſes to 


help the Infirmity of out 
Prayers; let ns not doubt 


{the Bounty of his Good- 


neſs, but hope he will 


ſpires to ask, 


ET L 


Lord, with how ſiveet 
and natural a Conduct 


| does thy Providence Go- 
| rem the Children of -, 
Men? Leading them on 
| from one Degree to a- 


nother, till thou haſt 


| brought them up to their 


higheſt Perfe&ion : thou 


ant what himſelf in» 


A 3 purlt * 


: T For the Afrſtanceof * 


But'ſt them to learn inthe 
the School of Virtye; [Dif 
and diſpoſeſt their Caps ie 
cities into ſeveral Forms, | na 
In the firſt Ages, when | He 
the World was young, {tri 
thou gav'ſt them for their | W 
Guide .the Book of Na. | 6 
ture; there thy Divine | al 
Aſſiſtance helpt them to | ir 
read ſome few plain | ni 
Leſſons of their Duty to | ? 
thee: they ſaw this ad- | { 
mirable Frame. of Cre | 
tures; and as far as theſe | 
could argue, they could | 
conclude. 


I y. 


Sure there's a God, the 
Cauſe of all things; ſure 
there's | 


# 


_ 


Fonds Hely Spirit. 


there's a Providence, the 
Diſpoſer of all things. 


- [He muſt be powerful that 
, [made fo vaſt a World: 


He muſt be wiſe that con» 


Ftrived ſuch excellent 
| Works: He muſt . be 


Goodneſs it ſelf, that did 


> {all this for us; and we 


Ingrateful Wretches if 
well do nothing for him. 

Thus far ſome few could 
| fay, and yery few could. 


| 


| 


do with thoſe ſlender Af- 


| ſtances they then injoy- 
| ed: after thou gav'ſt thy 


People a written Rule 
which trained them vp in 
' aſet Formof Diſcipline, 


| which grew and ſpread 


into a publick Religion 3 
' and uniformly profeſt by 


A 4 a 


_ 
F 
®- 
d) | 
»F 


a whole Nation. 


V 


They had ſome weak 
Conceit of the Kingdom 


of Heaven, and ſomein: | 


perfect Means to bring 
them thither : But for 
thoſe high ſupernatural 
Myſteries, that ſo glori- 


46 For the Afſiſtanc if T5 


ouſly Exalt the Chriſtian 


Faith : they all alas,were | 


Blind or in the Dark; 
and dangerouſly expoſed 
tothe Effects of their lp- 
norance. ' Wanting thoſe 
clear Inſtruftions, to 
know their End: want- 


Be: 
| 

ing thoſe powerful Mo- | 
tives to love their God. | 
Yet this prepared them 
for the times of Grace; 


[] 


£0} 


= 


to which thy Mercy, O 
Lord,reſery'd far greater 
Fayours. 


"2 


| To which thon had'ſt 


promiſed by thy Holy : 
Prophets an effuſion of , 


EE —— 


Bleſſings from thine full 
Hands, J will put my 
Law in their Bawels, and 


write it intheir Hearts; 1 


will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my People. TI will 
pour out my Spirit upon all 
Fleſh, and your Sons and 
your Daughters ſhall Pro 
phecy. They ſhall teach 
no more every one his 
Neighbour; for all ſhall 
know me, from the great, 
eſt to the leaſt, O mer- 
| AF ciful 


ciful Lord, who haſt loy' 
us from the beginning,he 


graciouſly plealed tolowe | 


us to the end. - 


\ 
Pitty the unhappy 


State of fallen Mankind, 


which neither Nature 


8 Forthe Aſſiſtance of 4 a 


nor Law could bring to |. 


Perfection. Ifany riper 
Souls came forward to 
the Birth; there wanted 
Spirit to bring them 


WO —T 


forth: But O, ſend out | 


thy Spirit, O Lord, and 
they ſhall be creatcd; and 


from their nothing of Sin 
raiſed to the Life of Ho- | 


lineſs, ſend out thy Spirit 


 aad renew the Face of the + 


Earih, and our Weeds, 
and 


"0 Mc, oF; Holy Sprit. __ 


and our Thorns (hall be 
turned into a Paradice. 
VIII. 


Conſider now, my Soul 
the Mercies of thy God; 


' | conſider the Wonders he 


has wrought for the 
Children of Men. The 


|. Eternal Father created us 


of nothing; and ſet us 
in the way to everlaſting 
Happineſs. The Eter-. 
nal Son came down from 
Heaven to ſeek us; and - 
reſtor'd us again, when 
we had loſt our ſelves, 


the Erernal Spirit ſends 
| his Grace to Sanctify us; 


and gives us ſtrength to 
walk that holy Way. 


Thus every Perſon of the 


 _ , 4Sacred 


+ i — For the Aſſiſt ance of ” 


Sacred Trinity, has free- 
ly contributed his peculi- 
ar Bleſſing : and altoge. 
ther, as one coinfinite 
Goodneſs, have graci- 


ouſly agreed to compleat | 


our Felicity. 


I X, 


But © ingrateful We, 
was it nor enough to re- 
ceiveof our God all we 
have and are ? was it not 
enough that the Son of 
God fhould come down; 


and live to teach us, and 


dye toredeem us ? Was 
not all this enough to 
make us Loye ? and Love 
is all he aimed at, and 


Love was all we needed. 


Let ys Confeſs to thee O 
merciful 


v God's Holy Spirit, 11 "3 


confeſs to thee our Mi» 
ſerable Condition, ſuch 
was, alas, the Corrupti- 
on of our Nature; and 


{ ſo many and ſtrong the 


Temptations round a» 


| bout us- that without 


this thy laſt miraculous 


| Favour, of ſending the 
| Holy Ghoſt to guide and 
[| quicken ns; we ſhould 


have ſtill remained in our 


old dull Place; flow to 


underſtand, and flower 
to Obey. 


X. 


We ſhould have quite 
forgotten our God that 
made vs; and neglected 
the Seryice of our Lord 
that 


merciful Lord ; let us - 


"12 For the Aſſiſtance of 
that bought us : Had not 


thy Fulneſs' been readily 
furniſht with one Bleſ. 


ſing more to beſtow on | 
thy Children. . Hadſt | F 


not thou providently re- 
ſerved a better Bleſling, 
then the Dew of the 
Clouds and Fatneſs of the 
Earth : better then plen- 
ty of Corn and Wine, or 
the multitude of Poſteri- 


ty, or Dominion o're 
our Brethren. 


Xl. 


Theſe were the great 
Rewards of the old Law: 
but behold far greater 
than theſe are here. Di- 
vine Refreſhments from 
the Heay'n of Heayv'ns, 
| , and 


Tr God's Holy Spirit. 13 


ind the rare delicious 
fruits,of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Meeknelſs, and Peace, and 


{Joy Diffluſed in - our 


Breaſts Strength, and 
undaunted Courage kind- 


| led in our Hearts,a thou- 
| ſand ſweet Imbraces of 
{ the Spouſe of Souls; a 


thouſand dear Pledges of 
his everlaſting Love, 
theſe are the great Re- 
wards of the Law of 


Grace; and given to pre- 


pare us ror the Kingdom 
of Glory, 


X11. 


O Bleſled Spirit, who 
baſtow'ſt thy Favours as 
tou pleaieſt; and the 


more thou haſt given, 
ill 


{till the more thou giv'ſt! 


Fit and diſpoſe thy Ser- 
vants firſt to entertain - 


thee; then graciouſly 
Vouchſafe to deſcend in- 


to our Hearts, fill us, 


O Holy Ghoſt, and our 
little Veſlels; and as thou 
fll'ſt us, inlarge our Ca- 
Pacities, make vs the 
more we receive of thee, 
ſtill grow in Deſire of 
Receiving more, till we 
aſcend to thoſe ſatisfy- 
img Joyes above; where 
all our Faculties ſhall be 
ſtretcht to the utmoſt; 
where they ſnall all be fil- 
led to the Prim and 0- 
verflow'd with a Tor- 
rent of Pleaſure for ever. 


The 


14 Forthe Aſſiſtance of | 


—_ 


Þ God's Holy Spirit. 13, \ 


The PRAYER, 


| LE Holy Spirit, the 


free Diſpenſer of all 


| Graces) Viſt the Hearts 
| of thy Servants, and Re- 
| pleniſh them with thy Sacred 


Inſpirations: Illuminate our 
Underſtandings, and In- 
flame our Aﬀettions, and 
Santtify all the Faculties of 
our Souls , that' we may 
know, and love, and cons 


ſtantly do the Things that 


belong to our Peace , our 
everlaſting Peace. 


[ I. 


To Love one another 
1s 4 happy Life, a Heaven 
upon 


upon Earth, and the bl 
effect of the fire of the tru 
Spirit, which warms with- 
out ſcorching, and ſhine 
without ſmoaking , and e- 
lightens without conſuming, 
Kindle in our hearts O Lord, 
the Holy fire of Meekneſs, 
Peace and Unity \, that 
all the World may know, 
whoſe Diſciples we are, by 
ſeeing us love one another, 
But O deliver us from the 
Contrary fire. The five 
of the falſe Spirit ;, that 
feorches without Warm- 
ing, and ſmoakes without 
Shimng, and Conſumes 
without Inlightning ; De- 
liver us from Fattin, 
Schiſm, and Hereſy , and 
' every leaſt uncharitable 
Paſſis 


16 For the Aſſiſtance of | 


"Tood's Holy Spirit. 17 
Paſſon. This we beg 
| through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and $avieur. Amen. 


18 OnsS:.Math.3,z, | 
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MEDITATION 11 |» 


On St. Math. 3. 2. yol 


Repent, for the Kingdom | of 
of Heaven is at hand. | th 


Y God, when 1 |? 
M remember thoſe : 
Words of thine, Repert, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
;5 at hand, When I con- 
ſider they were the firſt 
thou ſpak'ſt in publick; 
the choſen Text of the 
Eternal Wiſdom : In- 
ſtantly I am ſtruck with 
the Importance of the 
Duty ; and ae" | 

Ee | 


3 


pentance, Unhappy uy 


ed with the Power of the 
Motive.. If what this laſt 
Line ſays: be not wholly 
true; but repeated in 
Courſe, asa Formof De- 
yotion. Forgive, dear 
Lord, the Deceitfulneſs 
of my Hearr,and make me 
think as well as ſay my 
Prayers. Make me. ap- 
ply thoſe ſearching 
Words to myſelf; and. 
bind them faſt on my im- 

mortal Soul. 


I 1. 


Repent, O my Soul ! 
for the Kingdom of Hea:- 
yen is at handz Repent, 
tor the Kingdomof Hea- 
yen depends on thy Re- 


"On St. Math. 3:2. 19 ' iW 


_ 1 cannot live without Sin; 
nor hope for Pardon 
without due Repentance. 


I cannot Repent Wwiihout 


the Grace of God, nor 
obtain his Grace, with- 
out his own free Gift. 
O my ſweet Saviour,who 
cam'lt not to call the 
Righteous ; but ſuch as 
am, Sinners to Repen- 
tance ! Since I am not 
ſtrong enough to be per- 
fectly Innocent; at leaſt 
make me humble enough 
to be truly Penitent : 
Make me -heartily ſorry 
for what I have done a- 
mils; and not do again 
what will make me ſor- 


TY. 
ITI, 


20 OnSt, Math. 3; 2. 


FP On St. Math. 3. 2 21 | 


7 © HR 
Let not our Lord be 
angry, and we will ſpeak. 


| yet once more; for we 
have much to ask, and 


he has infinite to give. 
We have much to ask for 
our Selves and all the 
World ; who depend in- |, 
tirely on his free Good- 

neſs, Many O Lord, are 
the Graces we want; 
and none can give them 
but thy Bounty. . Many 
are the Sins and Miſeries 
we areexpoſed to; and 
none can deliver us but 
thy Providence. Woto 


the Day and Hour where- 


inT Sinn'd; wo to the 
many Days and Hours [ 
have fooliſhly Miſpent. 
Or 


22 OnSt, Math.3.2, IQ 
Or rather Wo to me, | 
whoabuſe my Days and 
Hours, allowed by thy 
Goodneſs to work out 
my Salvation, 
I 'V. | 
Deliver us, O Lord, 
from the Puniſhments we 
deſerve; and deliver us 
from the Sins that de- 
{erve thoſe Puniſhments. 
Deliver us, O Lord, from 
what thou know?ſt is a- 
gainſt us; deliver us 
from what we know our | 


ſelves will undo us. Deli- Jin 


ver us from the Spirit of I 


Prophaneneſs and Infideli- Jv1 


ty ; from the Spirit of 
Error, Schiſm, and He- | 
rely: Deliver us from the Ft 
Spirit of Pride and Ava- 
F685 


ez Tom the ole of 
knger, Sloath, and En- 


Gluttony 3 Fromthe Spi- 
itof Luſt, Wanronnelſs, 


6,0 gracious God, from 

mery evil Spirit, and 

wuchſafe to give us thing 

"mn good Spirit. 
V: 


Vonchſafe to give us 
te Spirit of Fortitude ; 


ance, Juſtice, and Pru- 
keice 3 the Spirit of Wiſs 
m, Underſtanding, and 


Mowledg, Piety and 
ar of thee. The Spi- 
t of Peace, Patience 
B anc 


1, Deliver us from the 
pirit of Drunkenneſs and - 


ad Impurity : Deliver 


he Spirit of Tempe- 


) tounſel; the Spirit of 


24 OnSt. Math.3.2: " 


and Benignity ; the Spi- 
rit of Hnwility, Sobrie- 
ty and Chaltity. O thoy, 
who never denyelt thy 
Favours , unJeſs we firſt 
deny our Obedience! 
thou who art often near 
us, When we are far fron 
tnce; ofren ready to 
grant, WaAcn we Are ut 
mindful to ask! Refuk 
not, OLord, to hearyy 
Bow We call onthee; and 
make us ftil] hear thee 
vihen thou call ſt to us. 
+4. ; of 

Fill our Underſtand. 
gs with the knowleds 
of ſuch Truths, as maj 
x them on thee the E 
ternal Verity, invre our 
\Viistoimbrace ſuch Oh- 


jets; | 


"= _ —_— 


Tr S:. Math. 3-2. 25- 
[10 thee the Soveraign 


Goodneſs. - Shew us the 
nrrow Way that leads 


JtoLife 5 the Way which 
Tfw can find, and! fewer 
Ifollow. Guide us ſtill 


on in the middle Path of 
Virtue; that we never 
&dine to any vicious Ex- 


| trcam. Let not our Faith 


mow wild with ſuper- . 
ſous Branches z' nor be 
ſtript into a naked and 
ſruitleſs Trunck: Let not 
our Hope ſwell up to a 
raſh Preſumption 3 nor 
Iviok away into a faint 
Deſpair. Let not our 
Charity be cool d into a 
careleſs Indifterency 3 nor 
keated into a furious Zeal. 
D 2 FU. 


i | 26 On S.. Math * 3.24 , | : F 


I 2 7 

But above all, ſuffer us 
not, Qi Lord, to he Guil- 
ty of thafe unpardonable 
Sins, again{t thy Haly 
and Bleſfted Spirit: Suffer 
us not obſtinately to per- 
filt in any known Wick- 
edneſs;. nor malicioully 
impugn . any Known 
Ecuth. (Suffer usnot to 
dye in our Sins without 
Repentance ;. but Q, have 
Mercy onus 1n: that fert- 
aus. Hour, Have Mercy 
an us, and gavern us 1t 


onz Liie 3 have Mercy on | 


us, and fave ns at our 
Death. | 


— . => => = << x ky = 


Oe oo BE oO GELS OO oe So. ls Zh 


| OnSt. Meb. 3.2. 27 


' The PRAYER: 


Ome Holy Spirit, Eter- 
nal God, the free 
Diſpenſer of all Graces! 
Viſit the Hearts of thy Ser- 
vants, and Repleniſh them 
with thy Sacred Inſpirati- 
ons ©, Illuminate our Vnder- 
Bandings, and Inflame our 
Aﬀettions, and Santtify all 
the Faculties of our Souls > 
that we may Know, Love, 
and conſtantly do the things, 
that belong to our everlaſt- 
| ino Peace; and endeavonr 
to work out our own Salva- 
tion with Fear and Tremb- 
ling, breaking off our Sins 
Repentance, that Iniqui- 
ty may not be our Rnine. 


3 but 


\.2$ . On $. Math. 3.2. 
” but may ſafely arrive 
laſt, and live for ever in 
thy Heavenly Kingdom for 
ever more, Amen. 


29 
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MEDITATION 1. 


On St. Muithew 11. 
| 28, 29, 30. | 


Come unto me all ye that la- 
bor and are heavy La- 
' den, and I will give you 
Reſt. 

Take my Yoke upon you ,and 
Learn of me, for I am 
Meek, and Lowly in 
Heart: and ye ſhall fd 
. Reſt unto your Souls. 
For my Toke 15 eaſy, ard 
my Burthen is Ii:ht, 


Etire now, my Soul, 
from thy common 
Thoughts; permitted to 
B 4 © Enter- 


30 On St. Mat. 11. 1 


Entertain thy leſs ſeriong 
Hours. Retire, and call 


tay wandring Fancig| 
home; and ſpeedily range | 


them into Peace and Or.: 
der; that thou may'ft 
be prepared to hear thy 
Lord invite thee, among 
the reſt to taſt his Sweet- 
neſs. Came to me you that 
Labour, and are Qppreſt; 
and I will Refreſh you 


Take my Yoke and Lean | 


of me, for I am Meek and 


Humble of Heart ;, and you | 


ſhall find Reſt to your Souls, 

For my Toke is Sweet, 

and my Burthen Light. 
of 

Enough, dear Lord, 

etough 1s ſaid, to draw 

all the World to thy 


Holy 


"- 28, 29, 30. 31 


Holy Diſcipline: What 
an be offered ſo agree- 
able to our Nature; too 


much, alas, incliwd to 


Peafure and Profit ; what 
can be offer'd ſo Power- 
fully Attractive; as to 


| make our Work delight- | 


ful, and then reward it ? 
as to propoſe an Employ- 

ment like the Muſick of 
Churches; Deyont, and 


Sweet, and gainfvl to rhe 


Performers. Whither , 
O my God, ſhould we go, 
but to thee? thon haſt 


the Words of Eternal 


Life. 
IIl: 

Thou art our wiſeſt 
Inſtructer to know what 
todo; and only Enabler 
B 5 to 


Thou art the free Be. 
ſtower of aſl we have; 


and faithful Promiſer of 1 


all we hope: Thou kind. 
Iy calPſt us, O make us 
gladly hear thy Voice, 
and conſtantly follow it, 
till we come to thee. Suf. 
fer us no longer to go A- 
itray like loſt Sheep; 
wandring up and down in 
our own by-Wayes. Sut- 
ter usno longer to be di. 
ſtracted among many 


things, from thee, Q |; 


Lord, who art but one. 
But gather us up from 
. the World into our 
{elves; then take us from 
our ſelves into thee; 
there to be rayiſht with 

thy 


= 


"32 On-St. Math. ii, ; 
to do what we know: | 


"'25, 29, ZOe 3.3” 
thy Holy Embracecs , 
there to be Feaſted with 
the Antepaſts of Heayecu. 
| LV. 

O, how bw 1 
re thy Swcetnelles, O 
lord; which thou halt 
hid for thoſe who fcar 
thee! which thov hait 
partly Revealed to thoſe 
who Love thee, and keep 
their Taſts Uncorrupted 
with the World. But C), 


what are they then to 


thoſe who ſee thee; and 


| inthat Sight ſee al thin: '$ 


d&! To thoſe who Re- 
joyce perpetually beiorc 
thee; and in that Joy, 
ind Al Joys« elle ! 


O ms Truth, 
WC 


m_ 34 On Sr. Math. it, 
 _ whick known it forces 


Love; and Lov'd bepets* 


Felicity! Live thou for 


ever 1n my faithful Me. 


mory; and be my con- 
ſtant Guide in all my way. 
<ti!l let me think on thoſe 
1055 above, and underva- 
jze all things compared 
co my Salvation. Still 
lct ime, think on my Sayl- 
our s Love, that purcha- 
ied for me all thote Joys. 
V I, 
O my ador'd redeem- 


er, be thou the Maſlter- _ 
Wiſh of my heart; the | 


Scope and end of all my 


time. Soon as I wake, 


ict me look up to thee; 
and, when I ariſe, hum- 
bly adore thee on my 

bended 


(Y 


28, 29, 30. 


the day let we call in my 
thoughts to thee ; and 
when I go to reſt cloſe 
up mine eyes 1a thee. 
So ſhall my time be go- 
vern'd by thy grace; and 


| my eternity Crowned 


with thy glory. 
VII. 


Lord, e're I take my 
leave, let merepeat ſome 
few words more of thoſe 
incomparable many thou 
haſt lert among vs. Let 
me attentively meditate 
their Subſtanciai Senſes 
and ſettle them as Princ1- 


ples of my life and acti- 


ON, 
| Lay not ap for your ſelves 
treaſures en carth , where 
ruſt 


3 Mm 
hended knees, often in 


E- 36. On St. Matt." It. 
ruſt and moth Corrupt, - and 
thieves break thorow and 
ſteal. 

But lay up for your ſelves 
treaſures in heaven, where 
neither ruſt nor moth Cor- 
7kpts,nor thieves break thi- 
row and Ret. 


For wixre your treaſure 


is, there will your heart 
be al. 
VIII. 

Go now , you curious, 
and itudy what you 
pleaſe; for me, 1le ſtay, 
and liſten to my Saviour, 
hel teach me high, and 
ſure and nſeful truths; 
he't teach me truths that 
wiil make me happy. 
Hark but this one word 


more, and you'l ſtay too 3 


it 


if any ſenſe of your eter- 


' nal: good can hold you, 


hark how he kindly tells 


usthis new and glorious 


Secret ; weſhall be here- 
after like the Angells in 


| Heaven. 


IX. 
O ſweet and precious 


| words to them that reliſh 
| it, and throughly digeſt 


its ſtrong nouriſhment, to 
them that feed on't as of- 
ten as their daily bread; 
we ſhall be hereafter like 
the Angells in heayen,and 
what, O deareſt Lord, 
are thoſe bleſled Angels, 
but Spirits that know, 
and love and delight for 
ever? Such, O my Soul, 
we ſhall be, and thar 
Ivwecr 


23, 29. 30, — 


{weet life we ſhall lead 
we ſhall be and live like 


the Angels in Hea- 


ven. 
3% 
We ſhall know all that's 


tive ard love all that's 


good; anddelight inthat 
knowledge and love for ! 
ever. No ignorance ſhall | 


darken us, nor error 
deceive vs, no cares ſhall 
perplex us, nor Croſles 
affliet us; we ſhall be like 
the Angels in Heaven, our 


joyes ſhall be full, and” | 


Pure,and everlaſting; we 
ſhall be like the Angels 
in Heaven. Cheer thee 
my Soul and bleſs thy 
' bounteous Lord ; *tis by 
him we ſhall be like the 

a Angels 
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23. 29. 39. 39 
Angels in Heaven. Cheer 


{I thee, and raiſe thy hopes 


ret glorionſly Higher ; 
we ſhal):be like himſelf; 
for we {hall ſee him as 
he 15. 

THE PRAYER. 


Lord whither ſhould 
T go but to thee, thou 
baſs the Words of Eternal 
Life ? My Conſcience ac- 
cuſes me of breaking all thy 


Commandments. I have 


| Sinnved 1n thouthts and 
| Words, in thoughts more 


then I can think, and in 
Words more then T am able 
to expreſs ; for the number 
of them, that I have ſcarce 
room for any more; I am 
impure, but thou of purer 
Eyes 


Eyes then to behold iniquity 
therefore if thou ſheuld'f 


enter ints Fudgment with me | 


JT am mot able to anſwer 
thee, one word of a thow- 
ſand. 

IT. 

T confeſs there is but one 
way, to fly from thee as an 
angry God, but to fly to thee 
as a reconciled father , re- 
conciled in the blood of thy 
Son Feſus Chriſt, to fiy 
from the ſtridt Bar of Fuds- 
ment, to thy tender bowels 
of Compaſſion, not accoras 
ing to my merits, but ac- 
cording to my neceſſities, and 
I humbly beſeech thee, par- 
don all my Sins paſt and 
ſtrengthen me againſt all 
Sin for the time to come, and 

fo 
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28. 29. 3O 41 


to this end awaken my 
dead - Conſcience , Confirm 
| my Judgment, enlighten 
my Underſt anding, Conform 
my Wills, reform my Life, 
enflame my Zeal, and 
onfirm my Faith,that from 
enceforth I may live unto 
Phee , and ſerve thee, and 
Ind reſt unto my Soul, for 
fhy Yoke is eaſiy and thy 
'Burder light. 


42 Chriſt weepeth 
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- MEDITATION. ly. 
On St. Luke. 19, 41. 


And when he was come near 
he beheld the City and 
wept over it. 


Ift up thy Voice 
Feruſalem, and 
be not afraid; 
ſay to the Cj- 
ties of Juda, behold your 

God : behold the Lord 
your God is come witha 
ſtrong hand; his reward 

1s with him, and his work 

before him : he is come 
to bring redersption to 
all the world, and gra- 
ciouſly 


. 


| 


FT over Jerufalem. '43 
douſly offers it firft to you 
tis People. * But you re- 
fusgd the holy one,andthe 
Jul ; and defired amut- 
therer to be granted to 
q\0U. * 
| IT. EO 

Hark with how ſweet 
ad elegant a Compaſſion 
thy kind Redeemer com- 
pains of thy ingratitude: 

0 Feruſalem , Fernſalem, 
thous that kill /Þ the Prophets, 
ad ſtoneſt then who are ſent 
1 thee. How often would E 
have gathered: thy. children 
together 4s ahen gathers her 
(lockers under her wings 
ard thou would'ſt not. Hark, 
with how tender and cha- 
[table a reproof, thy 
JLord unwillingly with- 
draws 


draws from thee his fq- 
vour. O hadſt thou known 
even thou at left in this th 
day the things which belong 
unto thy peace ! But now 


they are hid from thine | 


Eyes. 

| II. 

Harken once more, and 
if his kindneſs cannot 


move thy Ioye, hel a | 
how his anger can work 


upon thy fear. Hearken 
then and tremble at thoſe 


terrible threatnings with 


which thy providentLord 
forewarns theeof thy dan- 
ger. Gird thee with Sack: 
cloth Jeruſalem 3 and the 
down in aſhes ;, Cover thee 
with mourningy and bitterly 


lament ; for the day ſpall | 


Come 


(O 
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mmewhen thy Enemies (hall 
Beſiege thee, and Compaſs 
thee about with a Trench. 
2.V. Y 

They ſhall not leave one 
' Stone [pon another, but beat 
thee to the. Ground, and th | 
Children in thee. T by Peo- 
ple ſhallbe ſlain by the Edge 
n the Sword; ' and led as 
Slaves into "al Countries, | 
They' ſhall wander np and 

down © without' King, . or 
Prince; they ſhall Mourn 
without Sacrifice or Altar. 
And Jeruſalem ſhall be 
trodden under Feet by the 
Gentiles, ti{[the fulneſs of | 
Nations b, Accompliſht. i» ||| 

V; | 


- But O, how long,Lord 
| Holy and Merciful; how 
| long ! 
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long ! wilt thou be Angry 
with them for ever ? Haſt 
thou not ſaid, he thar 


ſcatters Iſracl,will gather 


_ * them again; and keep 
them as a Shepherd does 
_ his Flock. Remember thy 
ancient Promiſes,O Lord! 


and ſave the Remnant of ' 


thy once lov'd Iſrael, take 
away the Veil from be- 
fore their Eyes,that they 


may ſee thy Truth,.and | 


Imbrace it : take away 
the Hardneſs from their 
ſtony Hearts. that they 


again ray be thy People, - 


and -thou again their 
God. 
VI. 


Then ſhall they lay a- 


fide the Garment of 


Mourn- 


| 


| 


| 
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Mourning, and put off 
the Brightneſs which 
comes from thee, They 
hall celebrate the Jubi- 
ly of this their greateſt 
Deliverance, and every 
one ſing in that Day of 


{loy. Come let's aſcend 


to the Mountain of our 
Lord ; let us learnt has 

Ways, and walk in his 
Paths. ASt was cout 
Wickedneſs to go aſtray 
from our God 3 ſo now 
Return'd, let us ſeek hink 


ten times more. 


VII. 


Too late have we 


known tliee, O thou an- 
cient Truth: too Jate 
have we loved thee, O 
thou deſired of all Nati- 

( ons! 


' - We were abus'd by our 


43 - Chriſt weepeth 
ons | we were miſled by 
_ theError of our Fathons 


own blind Paſſions. The 
Kingdom we expetted 
deſerves not that name; 
a ſhort, and vain and 
troubleſome Proſperity, | 
ThyDominion, OLord, 
1s in' Holineſs and Peace; 
and of thy Kingdom there 
ſhall beno end. + | 


V11L | 


Such was the Kingdom' 
thou promiſedſtto David, 
thy Throne will T eſtabliſh 
for ever, Such 1s the 
'Kingdom thou giv{t to 


thy Servants ; they ſhall f 
Iive and reign with thee" | 
for ever. O make uslove, { 


dear Lord, this eternal, 
| King- 


4 
1 
| 
t 
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Kingdom ; and all things 


aſe ſhall be added to it. 
0 make us love this eter- 
ml Kingdom, though 
nothing elſe be added to 
it. Thou art O Lord 
the true Light of the 
World; they who follow 
- wals not in Dark- 
tels. | 


THE PRAYER: 
0 Lord we beſeech thee ; 


call bome thine ancient peo- 
Ne the Jews: bring in the 


fulneſs of the Gentiles, that 
{they may be all one ſheep- 


fold under one Shepherd. O 


| that thy ſaving light might 
}hhine forth upou thoſe many 
{| thouſand Souls, who it in 


dark 


Darkneſs and inthe ſhadow 
of Death, before they yg 


\ hence and be no more 


ſeen, 
IT. 


Reveal thy Son and his 
ſaving Goſpel to thoſe Alia- 


ricans, that never heard 


of a Crucified Jeſus. O dv 


good in thy good pleaſure 
ro this our SION , make up 
the Breaches of this our 
Jeruſalem 3 teach us 0 
Lord at leaſt im this onr 
day, to know the things that 
belong to our Peace, before 
they come to be hid from 
our Eyes. 
IH, 

Yet how lone, Lord, how 

lows wilt theu be angry? 


No Chriſt weepeth "OY 


11 
ticks, Africans, and Ame- 


for | 
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for ever ? ſhall thy Fea- 
luſie burn like fire ? O re- 


| member net againſt us the 


' Sins and Offences of our 
lives paſt , let thy render 
Mercies ſpeedily prevent us, 
for we are brought to great 
miſery. Help us,O Help us, 


10 God of our Salvation , 
| for the Glory of thy Name; 


0 deliver Ks and be merti= 


, 
1 


: 
| 


| 


ful unto our Sins for thy 
names ſake Hear us and 
bave mercy upon us, and do 
more abundantly for ns, 
hen we are able to ash or 


| think for thy Son, and our 
| 


Redeemcrs Sake Chriſt Fe- 
ſus. Amen. 


MEDL- 
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MEDITATION. V, |e 
In Sickneſs. br 


Job. 19. 25. 26. 27.1] 
I Know that my Reatem-] 
er kiveth,and that he ſhall } ( 
ſtand at the latter day \, 
pon the Earth, \ t 

And tho after my ſhin, } | 
worms deſtroy this body, \ 
yet in my. fleſh ſhall I ſee | 
God, N | 

Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, | 

and mine Eyes ſhall be- | 
held, and not another though 
myreins beconſumed within 
me 

(00 , Let us praiſe | 

the Goodneſs of our | 


God who orders every ; 
thing 


| 
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thing to the beſt for his - 
Servants: whofe Provi- 


{dence governs us all our 
Life, and at laſt ſends the 
{ Meſſenger of Death. He 
1 caſts us down on our 
Beds of Sicknefs ; and 
4 draws the Curtain 'twixt 
f. the World and us. Shut- 


ting out all its vain de- 


f ſigns ; and contraCting 
1 all buſineſs to our Bed 


F 
f 


P 


of Sickneſs : There in that 
quiet Solitude he ſpeaks 


' to our hearts; and ſets 
before us all our Life; 
there he diſcoyers the 
Fallacies of this World; 
and invites us now at laſt 
to prepare for the 0- 
ther. 


| 
| 


IL 


Ih Sickneſs, 
I. 
 Thither he ſends his 
Meſlengers of Peace, to 
great with our Souls, and 
reconcilethem toHeaven. 
Thitherhe ſends even his 
only Son, to ſecure our 
Paſſage, and condudCt usto 
himſelf. O, How quite 
other will our thoughts 
be then to what - they 
were In our careleſs 


health ? How ſhall we 


freely cenſure what we | 


once eſteem'd; and he ea- 
fily Convinc't into wiſer 
Counſells, when our bo» 
dies ſhall be dried up with 
a Burning Feaver, and 
waſted away with a deep 
Conſumption; when our 
yorully Senſes ſnall be 
checkt 


— 
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checkt with Pain , and 
onr raſh Minds made 
ſober with Fear; when 
the occaſions of fin ſhall 
be removed away , and 
every thing about us 1n- 
clines us to repent ? 
III. 
Blefled for ever be thy: 


name, O Lord, whoſe 


Mercy SanCtifes even thy 
Puniſhments into fayours. 
Thou Ering'ſt as low, 
to perſwade vs to be 
humble ; and prefcrib'{t 
us a Sickneſs to cure 
our Infirmities. Thou 
command'ſt the Grave to 
diſpenſe with none ; but 
differently ſeize on all 
alike : thatall may alike 
Provide for that fatal 
hour, 


56 
hour , and none be un- 
done by miſtaken hopes; 
thou tell us plainly, we 
all muſt die, but kindly 
conceal the time and 
Place ; that every where 
we may ſtand on our 
guard, and every mo- 
ment expect thy Com- 
Ng. 
I'V. 

Come let us humble 

our ſelves in the ſight of 


God; aud ſpread before 


him all our Complaints; 
he is the great Creator 
of the World , and So- 


veraign Judge of all Man- . 


kind: He fits above on 
his Glorious Throne ; 
and in his hands are the 
Keys of Life and Death. 
What- 


" IaSichneſs. * 
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Whatever he pleaſes 
he brings to paſs , and 
none can reſiſt his Al- 
mighty Power : what- 
ever he does is ſtil] the 
beſt, and none can accuſe 
- his all-knowing Good- 
' neſs. All things do live 
. -tothee, O Lord, thou 
ſole Preſeryer of univer- 
| fal Nature. Thou com- 
forts vs when we lie on 
our Sick Beds, and mak- 
eſt all our Beds in our 
Sickneſs. 

; PE. 

Come let us make our 
peace be-times with our 
God , before the even- 
ing approach too near 
while it is calld to day, 
let us faithfully _— 
Or 


3 I Sickreſs 
for the Night will come 
wherein none can Work. 
Let us implore his fa- 
your firſt for our ſelves, 
and not til: then preſume 
to beg for others. Leg 
us look firſt into our own 
Breaſts, and ſtrialy exa- 
mine what paſles there. 
Tell me my Soul how 
ftand our great Accounts? 
Are all things even . be- 
tween Heayen and us? Are 
we prepared to go to 
meet our Judge whoſe 
zuſtice puniſhes every 
{caſt Defect ? 

VT. 

Is, there not ſtill ſome 
reſtitution to make,which 
the love of this World 
tempts us to delay # 1s 
there 
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there not ſtill ſome mis- 
afject10n td reCtifie which 
our own falſe hearts abuſe 
| us to connive at ? for- 
give, O Soveraign Good-= 
neſs, theſe our Imper- 
fections;and x our whole 
hearts on nothing but thy. 
felf, Why are we thus 
at beſt but good by halfsz 
for whom there is a Hea» 
ven prepared worth all 
our Labours? Why do 
we mingle ſill with thy 
pureGrace {o much of our 
own corrupted ' Nature. 
Dcliver vs O Lord from + 
the Temptations of this 

World ; and merciivlly 
{ave us from the wrath 
to come. Bleſſed are 
thoſe Servyarits wiom 
OUF 
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our Lord ſhall find watchr 
ing ; he ſurely will be- 
ſtow on themall the Mer- 
cles of Heaven. 

VII. 

Hear our Prayers O 
Lord, and let our cry 
come unto thee; every 
thing afflifts us in this 
troubleſome World; but 
nothing ſo much as our 
own Iniquities. They like 
a heavy Yoke oppreſs our 
Necks,and keep down our 
Eyes from looking up to 
Heaven, Lord! We con- 
fels we have followed 
vanity; and negligently 
perform'd the work thou 
gav'lt us: we confeſs we 
have gone aſtray after the 
manterof men,andourchiet 
delires 
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deſires are ſtill towards 
| thee; in thee we believe, 
| and Jove thy Name, thou 
| great Phyſician of immor- 
| tal Souls. VIII. 
| Quench not, O Godof 
Mercy ! the ſmoaking flax, 
| nor break the bruiſed reed. 
| Pardon the Sins which 
daily we have committed, 
and work a true anda hear- 
ty Repentance in us. O 
were we now again in 
health how gladly would 
we make uſe of every 
opportunity, how would 
| we ſpend every Minute in 
| Repeſnitance to purge away 
| throvghly every leaſt Im- 
purity ? Teach us O Lord, 
| Patiently 'to endure any 
' Croſs or Sickneſs which 
| wholſome- 
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wholſomely imbitters the 
World to our taſt, that 
after this Experience if it 
be thy good Pleaſure ro 
reſtore us to our for. 
mer health, we may a- 
mend our lives and be 
made fit for thy Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

IX. 

 O make us bleſs thy 
name for all thy Mercies, 
and let not one be loſt by 
our Ingratitude. Let us 
not ſeein vain the Crown 
at the Races end, and fit 
down lazily in the ſhades 
of caſe : butlet us ſtretch 
our ſelves, and purſue to 
the Mark, forthe glorious 
Prize that's ſet before us ; 
and when our Lifes laſt 

| Day 
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Day begins to fall,and bids 


| us haſten to prepare for 
| Night. 


Then come you. Holy 
| Angels, and watch abour 
us, and ſufter not the 
| Enemy to diſturb our 
pallage ; come and receive 
| In peace our departing 
Souls,and bear them ſafely 
to the Preſence of our 
Lord. Then O thou dear 
Redeemer of the World, 
| and ſoveraign King of 
| Life and Death ! Thoy, 
 whodeſpiſeſt not the tears 
of the Penitent, nor turn- 
eſt away from the $Sighs 
of the afflited : thou wha 
| preſeryeſt all that rely on 
| thee, and fulfile'st their 
celires 
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deſires that jlong to be 
with thee. 
d,Q 

Hear thou our Cries, 
and pardon our Sins ; and 
graciouſly deliver us from | 
all our Fears. Call us to 
thy ſelf with thine own 
bleſt Voice ; call us, O 
deareſt Feſu, in thine 
own {weet Words. Come 
you Bleſſed of my Father, 
poſſeſs the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation 
of the World. Then, O 
my happy Soul imme- 
diately obey , . and go 
forth with gladneſs to 
meet thy Lord ; to live 
with *him and behold his 
Glory; to rejoyce with 
him and ſing his ow 


Deen een — >_< at a 
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XII. 


O Bounteous Lord the 
only Author of all we 
have ; the only Obje& of 
all we hope ! as thou haſt 
thus prepar'd a Heaven 
for us, O may thy Grace 
prepare us for it. O 
make uslive the Life of 
the Righteous ; and let 
our laſt End be like 
theirs, that we may 
dye the Death of the 
Righteous, and live for 


of ? 


ever intheir bleſt Society. - IJ 


If thou O God be with us 
who can beagainſt us ? if 
thou juſtifie us who can 
condemn us ? 


. The 
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The PRAYER. 


V O to me, Wretch- 
ed Sinner, what 

ſhall T da? Thave committed 
Evil in the ſight of my God, 
I have offended the Eyes 
of bis Majeſty : whither 
ſhall T fly from the juſtice 
of my Fuage ? whither, 
but to the mer cy of my Savi- 
our * Have mercy on me () 
Lord for I am weak, O 
Lord heal me for my bones 
are vexed, my corrupt 
Nature has brought forth 
'Stn, and Sin has brought 
forth Sorrow : where ſhall 
T ſeck for pardon, where 
(hall T find velicf tit 

in thee, my God, my hope, 
and 
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and portion in the Land of 
| the Livine!? 
Lk 

My dayes are declind 
1 as a ſhadow, and I am 
IWithered away as graſs ; 
and nothins remains but 
the Cold Grave, O Let 
me call back_that uncomfor= 
table Word | »2My dayes 
| indeed a are declined, but 
| my Eternity 3s ſafe. 1! 
| am withered away as Graſs, 
| but the ſpring will come 
| andrevive me into a flow- 
| or of Paradice : this my 
hope is laid up 1it my Bo- 
ſom, let then my Body be 
Crumbled into Duſt, | 
Know my Redeemer lives, 
and 1n the laſt day 1 ſhall 
riſe outof the Earth, _ 

| | Ce 
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| becompaſt again with my 
ſkin, and in my fleſh ſhall 
ſee. God, and in that 
blisful Sight be for ever 
happy. 


| 
| 
| 
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| MEDITATION, VI. 


| A preparation for Death. 
| Revel. 14. 13. 1 heard 


A Voice from Heaven , 
Jayinguntome,Write,from 
henceforth bleſſed are the 
Dead which dye in the 


Lord: even ſo ſaith the 


Spirit for they reſt from 


their Labours. 


His Life indeed 1s 

the way we muſt 
walk; but this alone cannot 
bring us to our End. Ere 
we arrive at our apPoint- 
ed home 3 We Ong. 
through the Gates © 
Death, where we ſhall 
abſolutely 
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abſolutely be ſtript of all 
we have; and carry no- 


thing with vs but what 


we are; where we not 
only maſt quit the whole 
World, but leave behind 
vs even part of our ſelves. 
Haſt thou, my Soul ſeen 
ſome neighbour Dye? 
and doſt thou Remember 
thoſe Circumſtances of 
Sorrow? We are lure,the 
Caſe ere long will be our 
own :; and are not ſure 
but it may be very ſoon: 
It. 

Haye we our ſelves 
been dangerouſly ſick? and 
do we Remember the 
Thoughts we had then ? 
how we reſolved to cor- 
rect our Paſhons 3 and 
ſtrive 


| 
| 


PT for Death. _ Sy 


: 


| about o're the face of the 
| Earth?Yet we undoubtedly 


| 


ſtrive againſt the Vices 
that particularly indanger 


lagain, and no reprieve 
be found to ſtay one fingle 
minute the hand of Death 

|but he immediately will 
ſeize upon ns, and bear 
{us away to the Region 
of Spirits, there to be 
rang'd in our proper place 
as the courſe of our Life 
hath qualifed us here, - 

voÞ 

| What though our bo- 
! dies be Crumbled into 


WT 


| duſt ; and that duſt blown 


| know our Redeemer lives, 


and (hall appear in bright= 


neſs at the laſt great day; 
D he 


1vs. ?*Twill come to this 


a EY ith. tt 
- 
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he ſhall appear in the mid{ 
of innumerable Angels; 
and with theſe very Eyes 
we ſhall ſee him : we ſhall 
fee him in whom we have 
ſolong believed; we ſhall! 
find him whom we have 
ſo often ſought; we ſhall! 


poſſeſs him whom our| 


Souls have loved ; and be 
united to him for ever, 
who 1s the only End of 
our being. 1V. 

O thou Eternal Lord 
of Grace and Glory ; our 
joy and portion in the 


Land of the Living, what : 


haſt thou there prepared 
for thy ſervants.; who be- 
ſtows't ſuch pledges of 
thy bounty here : what 
doſt thou there reſerve 


} N \ 


M 


for Death. 
in thine own Kingdom 
who giv'ſt us thy lf in 
this place of baniſhment! 
How will thy open Viſion 
tranſport our Souls ; when 
our dark faith yields ſuch 
delight?Nothing on Earth 
ſo ſweet as ro kneel 


whole hours before thee; 


and one by one conſider 
thy innumerable Mercies: 


what mult it be in Heaven - 


to ſhine continually before 
thee; and all in one con- 
template thy unſpeakable 
Glories? V. 

O my ador'd Redeemer, 
when will that happy day 
appear, that mine eyes 
may behold thee without 
aveil? when will theſe 
Cloulds and Shadows paſs 


L-2 away » 
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away , that thy beams 
may- Shine on me in their 


full brightneſs ? Obje& 


not againſt me, Deareſt 
Lord , that none can ſee 


thy face and Live: thoſe | 


fears tiny love has chang'd, 


and all my hope 1s now | 
to live by ſeeing thee: ſay | 


not, O thou mild and gra- 


cious Majeſty ! it 1 ap- | 


proach thy - Preſence [ 


muſt dye: rather inſtruct |. 


me ſo to do dye , that [ 


may hve for ever in thy. 


Glorious Preſence, 
"WL 


Live Glorious King of 
Men and Angels ; live | 
happy Conquerour of Sin 


and Death, our praiſes 


(hall alwayes attend thy 


Croſs; 
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Croſs; and our patience 
endeavour to bear our 
own, through fierceſt dan- 
gers;our faith ſhall follow 
thee, and nothing wreſt 


| from us our hope to ſee 
| thee. We'l fear no more 
| the ſting of Death , nor. 
| be frighted at the dark- 


neſs of the Grave. Since 


|. thon haſt chang'd our 
' Grave into a Bedof reſt ; 
|- and made Death its ſelf 
| but a Paſſage into Life. 
{- We'll love no more the 


pleaſures of yangy 3 nor 
ſet our hearts on unſatis- 
tying riches, ſince thou 
haſt open*dParadice again; 
and purchaſed for us the 
Kingdom of Heayen. 
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V1I. 
Come happy Souls, to 


76 


Come, let us now raiſe up 


nually meditate our future 
Beatitude. Let us comfort 
our Labours with the hope 
of reſt, and our: ſufferings 


quick reward. Now that 
the hand of our gracious 
Lord has unlock't the 
| Gates of Everlaſting Bliſs, 
now thag they ſtand wide 
open to admit, ſuch as 
preſs on with their utmoſt 
ſtrength, ſuch as have wiſe- 
ly made choice of Heaven 
for the only end and buſi- 
neſs of their Life,rejeting 
all 


whom belongs ſo faira 
title to all theſe Mercies. | 


our thoughts; and conti- | 


with the expeCtance of a. 


to 


for Death. 77 " 


zl theſe falſe allurements » 
'o þÞo attend the purſuit of 
rue felicity. | 
| V1IT. 

{ O bleſſed Jeſu, our | 
jhope and ſtrength 5 and - 
> ſthe full rewarder of all 

thy ſervants ! as thou haſt 
freely prepared for us rea- 
"op wayes ; ſo Lord let thy 
| Grace enable us to work. 
| Make us direct our whole 
lifeto thee; and underva- 
 lue al things compared 
. with thy Love. Seal thou 
' our Eyes to the illuſions of - 
this World, and open 
them upwards to thy ſolid 
 Glories; that when our 
earthly Tabernacle ſhall 


be diſſolved; and this - 


houſe of Clay fall down 
D 4 into 
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. .above; In that Building 
not made with Hands, 
Eternal in the Hea- 
VeEns, 


The PRAYER. 


Thon that art the 
Phyſician both of Bo- 
dy and Soulbave meroy upon 
all thoſe that are wiſited with 
thy band of Sickneſs, and 
toſſed upon the Bed of pain, 
Lord pive them eaſe, Lord 
grove then help:, lay no more 
upon them, than thou wilt 
enable them to bear, bleſs ell 
means that ſhall be uſed for 
their recovery, and let not 


iveir Sickneſs be to death if 
't 


' into the duſt, we may - 
\ © aſcend to thee, and dwell 
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| it be thy bleſed will : bow _\| 


ever thou dealeſt with their 
bodies be gracious and propi- 
trous to their Souls; though 
the outward man decay; yet 
let the inward man be renew- 
ed day by day : and when 
their bodies ſhall gothe way 
of all the Earth, grant that 
th eir Souls .may go the way 


| of thy Saints and of thy Ser- 


Vants. 
ll. 

And we beſeech thee, ora- 
cious God, to ſanilific all 
Spectacles of frailty and more 
tality to us that are in health 
and ſtrength, help us to wait 
all the dayes of our appointed. 
time until our change ſhall: 
come, make us all wiſe Vir- 
gins that we may get Oyl 

Ds "n 
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. .#n our Lamps, not ovly the 
Lamps of Profeſſion, but the 
Oyl of Sincerity ; that we be 
alwayes ready to go mn with 
the Bridegroom of our Souls 
whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe 
thee to come unto us, eithcr 
by thygenerel or by thy partt- 
cular viſitation, pirifue and 
cleanſe us while we have day 
in this Life from all droſſy 
affeftions, that when the 
night of death comes, in 
which none can Work, we 
may be found fit immedialc- 
ly to enter into thy Erernat 
Reſt through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son and our S4- 
Viour. Amen. 
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[MEDITATION. VII:- 


Comforts againſt the Loſs of 
1 Friends. 


[-IBEL 4. 131.4; B84 
would not have you to be 
zonorant Brethren, con- 
cerning them which are 
aſleep, that ye ſorrow not 
even as others which have 
{{0) hope. 

For if we believe that 
Feſus died anaroſe again, 
ever ſo them alſo which 

yg ſleep in TFeſus will God 


| bring with him. 


» — —— —  —— « 


Et us Wipe our Eyes 

with the coinfort of 

hope,and change our grief 
Te 


ES 8&2 Loſs of Friends. 
- -mtoacharitable joy; the 
friends we mourn for are 
deliveredfrom this World, 
and all the miſeries we fo 
juitly deplore ; their þo- 
dies tremble no more with 
the Palſie; nor burn wich 


the flames of a ſcorching 


Feaver; theyicry ;out no 
more for want of ſleep, 
nor roul up and down 
their uneaſy Beds. 

[ I. 

But quietly reft mn the 
ſilent Grave, till they rite 
again to immortal Glory; 
which while they there 
expect in peace , their 
Souls are enlarged to a 
ſpacious liberty; no longer 
confin'd to this priſon of 
the body, but gone to 
dwell 
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rits; no longer expoſed 
to theſe ſtormy Seas, but 
gladly arrived at their ſafe 
harbour. 
[ II. | 
O praiſ. our Lord all 
you Nations of the Earth, 
whom his Providence yet 
{uftains alive : whom he ſo 
long forbears to ſtrike , 
though our Sins have often 
provoked his Wrath 
whom he fo graciouſly 
calls to repent , thovgh 
our Paſlions have hitherto 
negleted his vioce : mak- 
ing Experiments by the 
death of others, to adviſe 


his ſervants to a warier 


Lite. 


Lnſs of Friends. :5% | 
| dwell in the region of Spi- 


LV. 
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IV. 
To clear this uſeful Truth, 
IWe too muſt die, and ſtrict- 
ly account for every Idle 
Word; we mult appear 
before that great Tribunal, 
and tremblingly receive 


our everlaſting Doom. ' 


Seems It ſo hard a Fate to 
tread the Path which all 
our Anceſtors have gone 
before u ?£ Adam the 
firſt of Men , and Abra- 
ham- the friend of God 
David the man after 
God's own heart, and 
Danel the Prophet of the 
Lord. 
\ "8 

All theſe have paid 
their debt to Nature ; 
and ſubſcribed the gr? 
O 
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) of univerſal mortality: 
Feſus himſelf, the eternal 
' Son of God, expired on 
the Croſs ; jand went to 
\ his glory through the 
| Gates:of Death, and ſhall 
our fond felf-love fo. 
 Hlindly flatter us, to 
wiſh an Exception from 
this general Rule ? *tis 
not for us O Lord, to 
chuſe our own conditi- 
ons, but to manage well 
what thou appointelt. 
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The PRAYER. 


An act of Reſignation 
whena Friend is dead. 


Af God be pleaſe 
A ed 10 take pitty on 
thy diſtreſſed ſervant griev- 
ing for the Lofof his Friend, 
Thou knoweſt Lord how- 
neerly our hearts were kaitt | 
in Afﬀettion, and therefore 
how juſtly I lament my Loſs, 
But ſwce it was thy pleaſure, 
to receive him to thy ſelf, be 
pleaſed alſo to haſien my 
Journey to him; give me pa- 
trence to endure this ſtroke 
of thy ſcourge , and thanks 
Fully to ackyowledge thy 
gooareſs inhishappineſs Hin 


thou 


\ 


when a Friend1s Dead. 87 b, 
| thou haſt taken from the evif 


10 come; O deliver me alſo 


from this body of Death. 
I 1 


Give me dear God a ſight 
| of my Sins, and turn all m 
; tcarsintoa godly forrow for 
| offending thy divine Maje- 
_ 5ty.O be thou,a Father, Bro- 
ther,Friendand all to me that 
all my wants may be ſupply- 
| ed by thy all-ſufficiency, O 
let my treaſure be laid up 
' with thee in Heaven, that 
where my treaſurets,there my 
heart may be alſo, and when 
it ſhall be thy pleaſure to free 
me from this Tabernacle of 
fleſh, let me be received 
into that Quire of Saints, 
whercof 1 doubt not but 
my fricad 1s a joyfull mem- 
T4 
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ber. Grant this O Hea- 
. wvenly Father for thy Son 
Feſus ChriSt's Sake my 
only Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


ME DI- 


' 
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MEDITATION. VIII: 


, On the Dayof Judgement, 


Heb. 9. 27. 1tis appoint- 
cd for all men once to dye, 
and after that the Fudg- 


" ment, | 


Praiſe our 
Lord all you 
his Works; 
bleſs him and 
magniſite him for ever 
praiſe his Almighty pow- 
er that gave you your 
being ; and ſtill preſerves 
you from Relapſing i0to 
nothing. Praiſe his all- 
ſeeing wiſdom, that here 


directs 
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leads you on to your 
_ eternal End : praiſe above 

all his boundleſs good- 
neſs ; that pours into 
every thing as much as It 
can hold, And though 
our ſhort ſight now reach 
not ſo far but often miſ- 
take, and repine at his 
Government; yet at the 
laſt great Day, we ſhall 
clearly diſcern a perfect} 


- concord in the harſheſt 


note. 
II, 

This is not all, to ex- 
Pire and dye, and dwell 
for a time in the ſilent 
Grave; we muſt expect 
another day, a day of 
- Publick account and reſti- 
tution 


directs your Steps ; and 1 
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tution of all things, when 
our ador*d Redeemer ſhall 
come in the Clouds, and 
{ummon all Nature to - 
appear before him, there 
£9 receive each their pro- 
per part exactly fitted to 
their beſt capacity : there 
to behold the whole 
Creation ſtriye to expreſs 
in it ſelf the Perfections 
of its Maker, whoſe 
admirable wiſdom ſhall 
2uide that laſt univerſal 
Scene,and finiſh the whole 
Action in a beauteous 
Cloſe. 
IIL. 

When the Arch-An- 
vel ſhall ſound nis Trum- 
per, and proclaim aloud 
this univerſal Summons, 
Ariſe 


of Judgment. o1 } 
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ariſe you Dead, and come 
to Judgment ; ariſe and 


- . appear before the Throne 


of God. Then ſhall the 
little Heaps of Duſt imme- 
diately awake, and every 
Soul put on her Proper Bo- 
dv. Immediately all the 
Children of Adam ſhall be 
gathered together , from 
heaven and hell,and every 
corner of the earth; there 
they muſt ſtand and all 
attend their doom, but 
O .with how ſad and 
fatal a difference ! 
IV. 

The Juſt ſhall lookup 
wit a chearful Counte- 
nance, and in their new 
white Robes rejoyce and 
ing Allelvjaz let us re- 
Joyce. 


I 
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joyce, for the marriage 
of the Lamb 1s come ; 
and his Bride has prepa- 
red her ſelf;let us rejoyce, 
for the Kingdom of the 
World is made our Lords 
and his Chriſt's, and he 
ſhall reign for ever and. 
ever: let us rejoyce, ſor 
now onr Redeemer is 
nigh; behold. he comes 
quickly , and his Reward 
is with him. Come, 
Come, Lord Jeſu, thou 
long deſire of our hearts; 
come quickly theu full 
delight of our Souls: 
Come and declare 9 all 
the World thy Glory, 
come and reward before 
all the World thy ſer- 
Vants., 

V. 
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V. 
Lo, where aloft he 
comes inPower and Majel- 


ty, attended with a Train | 


of innumerable Angels; 
behold, where he fits 
inthron'd on the - wings 
of Cherubims , and takes 
at once a view -of all 
Mankind: ſoon he com- 


mands his Angels to ſever * 


his ſheep, and gather 
them together on his 
right hand. Furſt then to 
them he turns his glori- 
ous face; and ſhines upon 
them with theſe raviſh- 
ing Words, Come you 
Bleſled of my Father , 
polleſs the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the 
beginning of the abrlray 


of Tudgments gy 
VI. 

O the joyes their Souls 
Thall feel z when' thoſe 
' Heavenly words ſonid 
In their Ears? joyes that 
the wit of man cannor 
| Conceive 3 Fi that the 
| tongues of Angels cati- 


| not expreſs, let it ſuffice, | 


,\ themſelves fnall taft theſt 
own felicity 5 and' feed 
| onits ſweetneſs for eyets 
| more. But O, with what 
| dejected Eyes ard trein> 
{ bling hearts ſhall the 
| wicked ſtand expeCtin 
their Judge ? What ſha 
they do wheti where ere 
they look , - theif eye cart 


ſpair; above the offended 
Judge ready to condemn 
| F them 4 


meet with nothing butdes | 
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' them ; below the bot- | q 
tomleſs pit gaping to | w 
deyour them 5 within | 
the worm of conſcience | fi 
E 

1 

x 
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nawing their bowels; : 
and round about all the 
World in flames. 
VII. 

What ſhall they do, | 
when that terrible voice 
ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly $$ 
down to the bottom of ! 
Hell ? Go you accurſed | 
lato everlaſting fire, pre- | 
pared for the Devil and 
his Angels. The Day of 
Man is paſt, when Sinners 
did what they pleaſed; 
and God- ſeed to hold 
his Peace. *Tis now the 
Day of God, when his 
.wrath ſhall ſpeak in thun- 
| der ; 


of Fudemen. 
- | der; and Sinners ſvfter 


d | what their wickedneſs 
ry deſerves. Then ſhall they 


| fink immediately into the 
; Pit of ſorrow ; and dwell. 
in Darkneſs and Tor- 

ments for ever. While. 
| the juſt ſhall go upin joy. 
| and triumph 3 and reign. 


\ with our Lord in his 
Kingdom for ever. 
VIII. 
Thus (hall the whole 


| 


ed 3 and Mercy and 
Juſtice divide the World. 
O my. Soul | who now 
art here below; and 
| read'ſt theſe Dreadful 


, 


/ truths as things afar off. 


Know thou ſhalt then be 


| preſent, and ſee them 
| E'2 with 
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Creation be finally difpoſ- 
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with thine Eyes, and be 
thy felt concerned for all 
Eternity. Know as thou 


livſt,thou art like to dye; 


and as thou dy'ſt thon art 


ſure to be judged. Think 
what a ſad condition it 


will'be to find' thy felf on 


the wrong hand - think | 
what ' thou then wouldlt « 
give to ' have repented” 


in time ; think what thou 


wouldſt give for a little 


time'torepent. Xl. 


Then ask the bright. 


Angels what mate them 


happy, and ſtraight they'l 
ankle: 


ſwer with a fpriteful 
voice, we readily obey'd 


our, great Creator z and 


befixt us here to ſhine for 
ever. Ask the bleſt Saints, 
what 
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what hrought them. to 


felicity ; and immediately 


they'l tell youin the ſame 
glad tune,wefaithfulloy'd 
our Dear Redeemer; and: 
that. love plac't us here. 
Ask both together, what 
bred thoſe excellent Ver- 
tues3z and both together 
will proclaim aloud, bleſ- 
{ed for ever be the grace 
of our God, which: alone 
has wrought all ' eur 
Works in. us : Blefled 
for ever be the Iarty 
of our Lord ; whiff gave 
us freely firſt, then Crown- 
ed his own v4 

Watch therefore now 
and continually pray z for 
we know not the hour 
E 3 when 
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when the Son of Man will 
come. O Son of God and 
Man, who camiſt in 
Mercy to fave us; bring 
the ſame Mercy with 
thee, when thou com'ſt 
to judgeus, Mean while 
alliſt ns with thy Heayen- 
ly Grace, to ſtand per: 
petually with our ac- 
counts Prepared: that we 
may dye in the peace of 
God,and hisHoly Church; 
and go to live with him 
and Why Bleſſed Saints. 
Commatid thy Viguant 
Angels to watch about 
vs; and carry us ſtrongly 
on to the place of our 
deſices. It is decreed for 
all men once to dye; and 
after Death Judgment. 
The 


oy 
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The PRAYER. 
Here ſhall T hide 


\ me O Lord 


from the face of thy wrath? 
where ſhall I hide me when 
thoucomeſt toFudgethe living 
and the Dead? T tremble 
? at my own unworthineſs , 
I am aſhamed, thus impurey 

to appear in thy preſence. 
Waſh me yet more, O Lord, 
from my iniquities, and 

| purge me thorowly frag: my 
| Sins. Puroe me with Hyſop 
and I ſhall be clean;, waſh 
me and I ſhall be whiter then 
Snow, make me to hear of 
joy and gladneſs, that the 
bones which thou haft bro- 
, ken may rejoyce. I know 
E 4 tbe 
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the Enemy that obſtrutts 


my way: my Sins exclude 
me from thy Kingdom ;, + 


Where no wnclean thing can 
enter, nor any clean be 
geny'd — 
l. 

0 Happy they, whon 
pr Lord ſhall honour on the 
Day of his triumph ! aud 
riſing from bis ſeat of Fudg- 
meut, go glariouſly before 
them, and with theſe ſweet 
@nd gracious Worgs mvite 
them to follow him , come 
yop Bleſſed of my Father, 
poſſeſs the Kingdom prepa.. 
red far you from the founda- 
#7on of the World, The 
reward of your Labours [ 
will give your, I my ſelf will 
be your reward : came enter 
Its 


' | un to your Maſters joy. 


"> 


' has prepared for the Wicked; * 
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III. 
Deliver us, O Lord 


from that ſad deplorable 


End. Which thy juſtice 


Deliver us from thoſe vain 
Deceitful ways, that lead 
us to ſo miſerable an End, 0 
make us alwayes fear thy 
Fudements , that we never. 
feel them , {alwayes hope in 
thy Mercies, that we never 
forfeit them, Bleſs us, 0 
Lord, with a happy Death; 
that our Souls may depart 
in peace, and go up and 
dwell among thy Saints aud 
Angels. 
Il V. 
Bl:ſs us, O Lord, with 
a Holy Life, and then our 
E 5 Death 
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Death cannot but be happy, 
this we beg for thy Son 
Feſus Chriſts Sake who 
Dyed for our Sins, and for 
the Sins of the whole World, 


be roſe again for our juſtifi- | 


cation, and ſits at the right 
hand of God the Father 
Almighty, from thence he 
ſhall come to judge both the 
quick and the Dead. To 


whom be aſcribed, as is 


moſt due all Honour, Power, 
and Glory, Aderation, and 
Subjettion, from this time 


forth and for evermore. 
Amen. 
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